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HISTORY OF THE ROCKAWAYS

The following condensed history of the Rockaways is not all inclusive.

It skips around and

it skips a lot, but it does outline a skeleton of the past of a Peninsula whose future should shine even
more brightly than its occassionaly brilliant past.

One of the biggest points of dis
pute between the handful of Rocka-
way ‘historians is how the Peninsula
came to get its name.

The most accepted derivative of
the world “Rockaway,” however, is
probably “Reckouwacky,” a name
supposedly provided by a small tribe

of Canarsie Indians meaning “the ~

place of our own people,” to differ-

entiate it from other Indian villages. . ..

What went on in this area before
the white man stuck his expansion-
ist foot in, is hidden in unwritten
history, though it probably differed
little from what other Indians did in
surrounding areas. The Canarsie
Indians were part of the great Mo-
hawk nation.

Earliest history records that Henry
Hudson and his crew were the first
white men to set eyes on the penin-
sula, but that was all they did set
on it. In 1609, he cast anchor in
the Rockaway Inlet, while he stud-
ied his maps and charts and com-
passes and Nature’s stars in his
search for a northwest passage to
China.

THE BIGGEST HOTEL IN

The Rockaway Beach Hotel ran from 116th Street to 112th Street.

Thirty-one years later, in 1640,
the Mohegan tribe of the Mohawk
nation sold the greater part of Long
Island, including the Rockaways, to
the Dutch. But while the Indians
parted with the title, they continued
to ‘occupy the land on a rental basis
paying for wheat and corn and other

farm products.
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SIGNATURES TO EARLY DEED.
. . . signed and sealed .

Up to that time, few white men
ventured to Rockaway, and few
wanted to. It seemed all too barren
to those who glimpsed its water
washed shores. A few did venture
in, but as marauders only. They had

The First Dealer

. . Chief Tackapousha . . .

no intention of setting up shop.
Their expeditions did lead to com-

plaints lodged by the victimized In-

dians to Governor Keeft at Fort

THE WORLD

It had accommodations for 7,600 persons.
It cost $1,500,000. It never opened. It was torn down in 1884,
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SCENE AT ROCKAWAY’S SEASIDE IN

1906

Even Then, the Big Beach Drew the Crowds!

Amsterdam in Manhattan. Incident-
ally, this meeting between the en-
voys of Chieftain Penhawitz of the
Mohegan Tribe and the Dutch Gov-
ernor was the first peace treaty
meeting between the white and red
men in the country since the Nordic
invasion.

From 1642 until 1685, life be-
tween the Indians and the settlers
became more friendly, although few
white men had yet settled in the
Rockaways.

In that year, an agreement was
reached among the English Gover-
nor, Chief Tackapoucha, the tribal
chieftain, and Paman, the Rockaway
sachem, to sell to Captain Palmer

Rockaway Point, some seven miles
distant. The addition of this land
owes partly to vast fillin projects
and partly to the action of ocean
tides.
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Incidentally, the transaction noted
above smelled as far off as England.
It resulted in a stenchy political
scandal with formal charges being
brought against the English Gover-
nor who sanctioned the transaction
and finally ended in his removal
from ofice by the English King.

The English King okayed the sale
anyway, and Palmer emerged with
the deed. or warrant or grant on
November 3, 1685. His worries

Cornbury, Flushing, where he pur-
chased, in 1684, all the land that
made up the original village of
Flushing. He purchased Flushing
from, of all people, Chief Tacka-
poucha, who apparently had his
finger in a lot of real estate pies, and
was building up a small fortune
from his deals with the white men.

Cornell settled in the Rockaways
with his family in 1690, in possibly
the first real homestead to be built
on the Peninsula. The Cornell home
was situated just off Central Ave-
nue overlooking the ocean. It was
demolished in 1833 to make way for
the Marine Pavilion.

With his wife, five sons and three

the narrow neck of land, now"know““"*weren’t‘over,‘ however;for the town——6aughters,—Cornell —developed - -his~ ~—

as the Rockaway Peninsula for a
trifle more than thirty-one pounds
sterling—or about $150.

The deed was drawn up on Oc-
tober 6, 1685, conveying to Palmer
“hole of that tract of Rockaway
neck and beach extending from a
line on the west, known as Wells
Line, not far from the (Rockaway)
turnpike to the point of the beach
on the west at the inlet of Jamaica
Bay.”
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This westerly point, in those days,
was at that part of the Peninsula
now known as the Wavecrest sec
tion, so Palmer wasn’t getting a big
a bargain as first figured. Today,
of course, the point of beach is

of Hempstead decided Tackapoucha
sold what he didn’t ewn, and took
it to the courts. The courts turned
down Hempstead’s claim, however,
and a somewhat beaten Captain
Palmer decided he'd had enough. He
sold the deed to Richard Cornell,
an iron master of Flushing on Aug-
ust 23,-1687. No price is mentioned
in the deed, and it’s probable that
Palmer received some Little Neck
property in exchange for his “white
elephant.”
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Richard Cornell, the new owner,
was born in the county of Essex,
England, in 1625. He came to Amer-
ica with his parents and settled at

homestead and his farm. Shortly
before he died, he made a will be-
queathing the Rockaway property
to his family, with the exception of
his oldest son, Richard, who had re-
ceived a number of large tracts of
land during the life of the father.
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The property has passed through
the various hands of the descendants
of the first settler by marriage and
intermarriage. Some of the names
of Cornell descendants are John
Lawrence, John Washburn, William
Creed, Richard Betts, Miriam Mott,
Joseph Doughty, John Carman,
Nicholas Stillman, Thomas Hicks,
Elizabeth Smith, Hannah Van
Wryck, Abigail Whitehead, Patience






